Hot Topics: Noon-hour Seminars
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Party of One Why Can’t Hollywood Get It Right?

The decision to leave the rope at home is one of the most hotly debated pra@icesmentary and fantasy ction Ims are on opposite ends of the spect
in climbing. In the same breath, free soloing is labeled as both the purest verStonytellers working in ction are free to invent characters and scenario
of the game and the most pathologically irresponsible. The soloists themselve®détg in non ction are not. But the tricky part comes somewhere in b
called everything from the true heroes of climbing to stunters and madmen. As Im viewers, we often do not pay much attention to the label “base
This provocative panel will ask climbers and Immakers with a deep connectimagatory” or the standard disclaimer that goes something like, “in certa
the dangerous game the big question: Why? Why take such risks? Why soloitigglents, characters, and timelines have been changed for dramatic pt
climb and not that one? And why have some of the world’s best climbers nev@ut when a Im deals with a subject close to your heart, or a subject in"
untied from the rope? have a certain expertise, you may feel quite differently.

Peter Croft's solo enchainments of mountains throughout the Sierra Range anthere is the line between creative vision and unacceptable deceptic
Canada cover scores of miles, many summits, and take in enormous gain anthéites ihan audience derives misleading or mistaken ideas from a mou
altitude. One of his most stunning free solo ascents was Astroman on Washisgttomg as they nd it entertaining?

Column in Yosemite. Matt Maddaloni has plummeted off deep water solo route$fountaineers could be grouped together with lawyers, doctors, and f
free soloed fty pitches while linking ve distinct peaks in a day in the Bugabgmayers in terms of realistic portrayals in the movies and on television. \
and has a solo big wall ascent in Pakistan on his climbing resumé. Peter Mosomner attempts — successful and not — to dramatize the mountain expel
is an award-winning Immaker who has documented some extraordinary freePsmiel members will share their experiences from in front of and behind _.
ascents including Alex Honnold on Half Dome, Steph Davis on the Diamond eardera, and as viewers.
Dean Potter on the Eiger with a BASE rig as his security. Royal Robbins becarfat Morrow had no problem with the way his own
the rst person to solo a Yosemite big wall when he spent four days climbing¢haracter was portrayed in the minieriesbut left the
West Face of Leaning Tower in 1963. Five years later he became the rst pepoaluction when he felt the overall story wasn'’t stickin
to solo El Capitan when he completed the Muir Route. Ueli Steck’s solo resuthe facts. Barry Blanchard has worked on a number of
is a lengthy one, and includes a record-breaking speed ascent of the Eiger itHai#fy¥yood Ims includ@ffhangeK2 The Last of the
the West Face of 7161m Pumori, and the North Face of 6440 metre CholatsédogmerThe EdgendVertical Lim€onrad Anker is a
Moderated by Geoff Powter. central character in the newrhenWildest Dreavhich

includes a recreation of the Mallory and Irvine story, as

as a recreation of the discovery of Mallory’s body high

Everest in 1999.

Photos, top: From the Ant.ittle Bit Mongoliamoto by Michael Dillon.
Bottom: From the Iihite Noisghoto by Christophe Margot.
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